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December 2018; Climate Summary

The average temperature was 

below normal (-1.0C below 

normal). All sites reported a 

negative anomaly (with the 

exception of Point Lepreau) and 

Bathurst recorded the largest 

negative anomaly at a temperature 

of -2.7C below their normal 

average.

Total precipitation amounts were 

slightly below normal, with an 

average of 92% of total 

precipitation. The province was 

drier in the east and wetter in the 

west.  Bathurst was the driest and 

was just shy of receiving half of 

their normal precipitation while Oak 

Point saw over 1.5 times their 

normal precipitation for the month. 

Despite being cooler than normal,

there was more rain than snow 

(128% vs 85%) recorded due to 

the event on Dec. 21-22.

Highlights:
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December 2018; Climate Summary

Dec. 2-3; A low pressure system brought snow, freezing precipitation and rain to the province. Northern 

portions of the province saw near 15cm of snow while the south recorded 20-40mm of rain. 

Dec. 17-18; Winter storm; A system brought snow and blowing snow with the southern portion of the 

province receiving the most snow 15-25cm (Bouctouche 30cm saw the most) while northern sections 

saw generally 10-15cm.

Dec. 21-22; Warm and wet. Several sites saw record breaking maximum temperatures and combined 

with snowmelt and rain, led to some localized flooding. Rainfall ranged from 40-60mm with eastern 

sections receiving the least at around 10-20mm.  The most rain was recorded at Mechanic Settement 

with 103mm.  The Campbellton area saw up to 5 hours of freezing rain before changing over to rain.

Dec. 28-29; Messy weather; A system brought a mix of precipitation with generally 5-12cm of snow 

across the province and 15-25mm of rain for the south, 2-5mm of rain for the north.  Several sites also 

saw several hours of freezing rain during the changeover.

Days with thunderstorm activity (lightning) in New Brunswick; zero

Days with temperature records broken or tied in New Brunswick; 6 21 22

(red=maximum, blue=minimum)

Events:
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December 2018 - Temperature

Fredericton (and area) Saint John

Moncton

All sites were 

below normal
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December 2018 - Temperature

Miramichi

Edmundston

Bathurst

All sites were 

below normal
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December 2018 - Precipitation

Saint John

Moncton

Fredericton CoCoRaHS 117mm

Fredericton CDA 111mm

Fredericton (and area)

Moncton was 

below normal

Fredericton

was above 

normal

Saint John was 

near normal
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December 2018 - Precipitation

Miramichi

Edmundston

Bathurst

Miramichi was

below normal

Edmundston

was near normal

Bathurst was

below normal
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December 2018 Temperature departure

from 1981-2010 mean. 

Generally near normal

to up to 2.5C below normal.
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December 2018 Total Precipitation

The most precipitation was

observed near Grand Manan.
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December 2018 Precipitation departure

from 1981-2010 mean. 

Below normal precipitation 

east, near normal west.
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December 2018 Snow depth at month end
Extracted from Canadian computer model

Snow depth change past 

month (since Nov. 30)

Report received of up

to 82cm in remote area

outside of St. Quentin.
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10 day 

forecast 

ending 

January 

12, 2019

Outlook - 10 day mean temperature
(Suggesting slightly above normal conditions ( +0.5C))
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Period ending  

January 16, 2019

Day 8 to 14

Forecast

No conclusive 

signal.
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Fredericton

Normal high: -3.8C

Normal low:  -15.0C

Next 15 days; ending 

January 16, 2019

January

For the first few days below normal, then 

above normal until the 7th, then no real 

agreement amongst the members for the

remainder of the period.
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Temperature

January

2019

CanSIPS
(Canadian Seasonal and 

Interannual Prediction 

System)

CanAM3

CanAM4

+

CanOM4

Produced  December 17

There is a weak

signal of below 

normal

temperatures.
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Temperature

December 31

to 

January 28

CMC

Monthly

Forecast

Product 

using GEPS

50km res.
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Weekly signature from GEPS 50km resolution  

A strong signal of below normal for the first week then a weak to moderate 

signal of below normal for the remainder of the period.

Dec. 31 – Jan. 7 Jan. 7 – 14 Jan. 14 - 21 Jan. 21 - 28
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Precipitation

January

2019

Produced  December 17

CanSIPS
(Canadian Seasonal and 

Interannual Prediction 

System)

CanAM3

CanAM4

+

CanOM4

There is weak 

signal of below 

normal

precipitation.
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Precipitation

December 31

to 

January 28

CMC

Monthly

Forecast

Product 

using GEPS

50km res.
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Weekly signature from GEPS 50km resolution  

Generally, a weak signal of slightly below normal throughout the period with the

exception of the second week where there is no conclusive signal.

Dec. 31 – Jan. 7 Jan. 7 – 14 Jan. 14 - 21 Jan. 21 - 28
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Temperature

February

2019

CanSIPS
(Canadian Seasonal and 

Interannual Prediction 

System)

CanAM3

CanAM4

+

CanOM4

Produced  December 15
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Temperature

March

2019

CanSIPS
(Canadian Seasonal and 

Interannual Prediction 

System)

CanAM3

CanAM4

+

CanOM4

Produced  December 15
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January 2019

Temperature Precipitation
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Temperature anomaly by month in 2018
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Precipitation anomaly by month in 2018
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Jill Maepea

Warning Preparedness Meteorologist

jill.maepea@canada.ca

Environment and Climate Change 

Canada Weather Pages

www.weather.gc.ca

Contact

mailto:jill.maepea@canada.ca
http://www.weather.gc.ca/

